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This a selection of John’s recent work. All his travel stories are published at:
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 		Plastic can be good
 
 		November 8, 2018
 
 		 		
 			Plastic is a resource not a waste product, and it can be reused again and again when a commitment to recycling is married With the appropriate equipment. Flight Plastics, a Lower Hutt company which used to make luggage under the Flight brand, moved into plastic packaging in the 19705 and is now a New Zealand leader in recycling the plastic used in drink bottles and food trays. The company has invested $17 million in sophisticated high—tech equipment that washes and cleans plastic bottles and extrudes them into clear plastic ﬁlm to be remade into food trays. For doing this Flight
Read More

 		

 		 		

 	
 	
 	

 					
								
						
		                    	
 		Marijuana: a legal, policy and administrative problem
 
 		August 6, 2018
 
 		 		
 			In the United States more and more states are changing their laws about the use of marijuana for both medical and recreational purposes. It’s also very much a live subject in New Zealand, where opinion is more divided. John Bishop visited Denver, Colorado, one of the nine states where citizens can purchase marijuana legally, and found a minefield of issues. Back in 1970s New Zealand, idealistic young reformers saw marijuana as a wonderful recreational drug which enhanced other experiences like eating, drinking, sex, music, images and the enjoyment of nature. They campaigned for its legalisation, and in the utopian state
Read More

 		

 		 		

 	
 	
 	

 					
								
						
		                    	
 		Step back into the past: A journey into the far north
 
 		August 5, 2018
 
 		 		
 			Touring around the north of Northland is a step back into our earliest history, both European and Māori. It is the story of how the races met and interacted, of colonial days, development, hardship, conflict and strife – all the factors that shape the north as we find it today. Our group travelled by road from Auckland to Whangarei, but the trip really began in Paihia and Russell, where a visit to the Duke of Marlborough Hotel is almost compulsory when one is in this part of the world. Fortunately, the sun shone as we sat on the veranda of
Read More

 		

 		 		

 	
 	
 	

 					
								
						
		                    	
 		Cruising the capital’s cultural classics
 
 		August 4, 2018
 
 		 		
 			Wellington is well suited for walking around its major cultural experiences. Several important museums and galleries are strung along the waterfront, adjacent to the downtown area, or are just a block or two back from there, while others are a kilometre or so further away. Start at Te Papa on the waterfront, not just because it’s the biggest and most interesting, but also because it’s the first to open (9am and entry is free). Take at least a couple of hours, and then head either north or south. To the south (several blocks) is the National War Memorial at Pukeahu
Read More

 		

 		 		

 	
 	
 	

 					
								
						
		                    	
 		Changing with the times
 
 		May 4, 2018
 
 		 		
 			Why do things have to change all the time?” is seemingly one of the laments of the modern age. Many of us do it, often in moments of exasperation, when we find we can’t make a bit of technology or an online process work properly. Or, perhaps, someone has gone and changed something without telling us how or why. In fact, complaining about change has been common in all ages, although the pace of change today doubtless strengthens the power of the question. Asking how things change is a question that has occupied the minds of both great thinkers and
Read More

 		

 		 		

 	
 	
 	

 					
								
						
		                    	
 		Recalling my father’s war
 
 		April 13, 2018
 
 		 		
 			My father, born in 1911, battered by the depression and by war service, didn’t say much about either when I was growing up. One of the few times I got him talking about his war experiences was after I came home from a Contiki tour of Europe which had included a visit to Monte Cassino, the Italian town which was the scene of a famous, but ultimately futile, battle on the Allied advance up Italy in 1944. My father was a trooper (‘drooper’, he said) in the 20th Battalion and Armoured Regiment – part of the Second NZEF. He drove
Read More

 		

 		 		

 	
 	
 	

 					
								
						
		                    	
 		On the 1835 Declaration of Independence
 
 		February 2, 2018
 
 		 		
 			With Waitangi Day on 6 February, some attention will focus on the status and relevance of the Treaty of Waitangi in modern times, and on whether it is the founding document of our country. Some claim that the 1835 Declaration of Independence of the United Tribes of New Zealand is a better model for relations between Māori and other New Zealanders. John Bishop uncovered some widely differing viewpoints when he travelled to Northland recently. On 28 October 1835 the leaders of 34 northern tribes assembled at Waitangi. For more than 20 years Māori had been interacting with Europeans – with
Read More

 		

 		 		

 	
 	
 	

 					
								
						
		                    	
 		Maori tourism fuels the North
 
 		January 17, 2018
 
 		 		
 			John Bishop travels north to report on a thriving Maori tourism industry fuelled by iwi and individuals keen to showcase an authentic cultural experience. Caspar, a ginger-haired man from the Netherlands, stands nervously in front of his fellow guests as a young Maori brave, spear in hand and stripped to the waist approaches across the grass. Rob, his Maori tour guide, stands by his side, whispering in his ear and tapping his shoulder to move forward or to stop. Suddenly an older warrior, near naked, with a full moko and tattooed buttocks, leaps from the underground shouting loudly and waving
Read More

 		

 		 		

 	
 	
 	

 					
								
						
		                    	
 		Single-sex schools work
 
 		January 6, 2018
 
 		 		
 			Roger Moses, the headmaster of Wellington College for the past 22 years, held his last senior prizegiving last November as he prepares to step down in April this year. He spoke to JOHN BISHOP about his values and achievements, and life after running a top-flight boys’ school.
Read More

 		

 		 		

 	
 	
 	

 					
								
						
		                    	
 		Lord of the forest stands tall
 
 		December 21, 2017
 
 		 		
 			A small group of us are in the Waipoua Forest, in Northland, New Zealand, in the country’s largest stand of native kauri trees, including the big daddy of the them all, Tane Mahuta, the lord of the forests in Maori mythology. We are guided by Koro Carman, founder of Footprints Waipoua, a tour operator that takes visitors into the forest at dusk and exposes them to the Maori creation stories while walking through the forest in darkness. Wide easy walking tracks, a warm jacket and bright torches aside, it is still a mystical experience. We are standing at the base
Read More

 		

 		 		

 	
 	

	1
	2
	3
	…
	7
	Next Page»



 	

 	


		

		











		
			Site
			

		
	Home
	About John
	Writer
	Articles
	Contact






		

		
			Contacts
			John Bishop

32 Disley Street

Highbury,

Wellington 6012



Tel 04 475 8650

Mob 0274 482 247



Email: john@johnbishop.co.nz


		



		

		
							Recent writing
			
					Plastic can be good
									
	
					Marijuana: a legal, policy and administrative problem
									
	
					Step back into the past: A journey into the far north
									
	
					Cruising the capital’s cultural classics
									


		



		

		















